
Blanche Havener
January 3, 1921 - October 12, 2018

Blanche Havener, 97, of Oskaloosa passed away Friday evening, October 12,
2018, at her home in Oskaloosa. 

 Blanche Lillian (Gotta) Havener was born on January 3, 1921, in Lovilia, Iowa.
Her parents were Dominic Gotta and Clarissa (Newton) Gotta. Her father
emigrated from Genoa, Italy; he was a coal miner in and around Lovilla.
Blanche’s mother passed away from pneumonia when she was 7. At the age
of 9, Dominic was killed in a mine accident. Blanche lived with her
grandparents until their death and then lived with her aunt and uncle with eight
other children. Her uncle was also a coal miner. Life was tough during the
Depression. At 15, she decided to leave high school and moved in with her
married sister. Later, at 16, she went to work in Oskaloosa at the Overall
Factory. At 18, she married Paul Havener in 1939. Paul and Blanche lived on
his family farm near Tracy, Iowa. She was a small 85-pound woman, yet a
hard working farm wife and mother of two children, Dennis and Paulette.
Around 1960, they moved to University Park, and Paul farmed around Cedar.
Paul and Blanche became members of the First Christian Church, and their
faith carried them through 72 years together. She and Paul were preceded in
death by their son, Dennis, who died at the age of 13 in a tragic home
accident. Again, their faith and commitment to each other helped them to
prevail. Paul and Blanche left a strong legacy; they were always hard workers
and were successful in farming. 
In addition to her parents and her son Dennis, Blanche was preceded in death



by Paul in 2012 and her three siblings, John Gotta, Mayme (Gotta)
Winegardner, and Gene Gotta. 
Blanche's memory is cherished by her daughter, Paulette of Oconomowoc,
WI; the grandchildren, and great-grandchildren: Angela Simons Risch and her
husband, David, and children: Jack and Joey Risch of Nashota, WI; Joseph
Simons and his wife, Cindy, of Pewaukee, WI; Sara Simons Fearn and her
husband, Kenny and children: Teddy, and soon a baby girl of Kansas City,
MO. She is also survived by dearly loved nephews and their wives: Charles
and Jane Havener, Don and Connie Havener, Alan and Robin Gotta; a niece,
Denise Gotta; and dearly loved grandnieces: Lora Hoit and Debra Hoit. Betty
Kaufman, her caregiver, was also a beloved friend. We are all grateful to God
that He has blessed Blanche in her life and for His compassion in her passing.
We Love You Momma. 

 Love, 
 Your Daughter, Paulette. 

 Funeral service for Blanche will be at 11 a.m., Monday, October 15, 2018, at
The First Christian Church in Oskaloosa with Pastor Molly Goodrich and
Pastor Alvern Boetsma officiating. Private burial will be in Forest Cemetery.
Visitation will be held from at 10 a.m. to service time Monday morning at the
church. Langkamp Funeral Chapel is handling the arrangements. Memorial
contributions can be made to the First Christian Church, The American
Cancer Society, the Susan B. Komen Foundation, or the Ecumenical Food
Cupboard in Oskaloosa. Send memories and condolences to the family by
visiting langkampfuneralchapel.com.



Cemetery Details

Forest Cemetery

934 North 9th ST
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
secretary@forestcemetery.com
http://www.forestcemetery.org/

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 15. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

First Christian Church
119 A Avenue EAst
Oskaloosa, IA 52577

Funeral

OCT 15. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Christian Church
119 A Avenue EAst
Oskaloosa, IA 52577

mailto:secretary@forestcemetery.com
http://www.forestcemetery.org/
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October 05, 2023 at 11:57 PM

Blanche Havener

Dennis Maloy - October 16, 2018 at 09:09 PM

Prayers for Deb and Lora

Linda Wolf - October 15, 2018 at 06:18 AM

Paulette. I think fondly of your mother this
morning. I always remember her as a kind,
caring woman. Please accept my sympathy
and condolences. I will not be able to attend
your mother's funeral as I have a doctor's
appointment this morning. Know that I am sending a "virtual" hug to
you. Linda Wolf

Donna Arendt - October 14, 2018 at 11:38 AM

I am out of town. Very sorry for your loss. Lots of memories.

Donna Bixler - October 13, 2018 at 08:22 PM

Blanche and Paul used to live across the street from us on First Ave
East. Paul sold John his John Deere lawnmower when they moved
which John used for years. They were great people and will be
missed.



ES

Elner Spoelstra - October 14, 2018 at 07:21 AM

Paul& Blanche were dear people to me. I learned to know them when I
was 15 and a waitress in the Checkerboard Cafe.They and her brother
came in the cafe often. His greeting was always 'Are you getting
married yet?" Then when I was married it was "This is the girl that
wasn't getting married." I loved them dearly. I last saw her a few years
ago and brought her home from a gathering and we sat and visited a
long while. Rest in peace Blanche you made many peoples lives
happy.

BD

Bettie Downey - October 21, 2018 at 04:03 PM

Over the years I so enjoyed it when Blanche and Paul came in to the
law office where I was employed for so many years, they never failed
to brighten my day.

  
Bettie Downey


